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V.

*Vietnam: (Information as of 4:30 AM EDT)

The Military Situation in South Vietnam: [An esti-
mate of the current military situation drafted by the
US Mission Intelligence Committee in Saigon has con-
cluded that Viet Cong goals for 1965 have been frus-
trated by failure to attain significant success during the
summer campaign. A discussion of enemy alternatives
for possible future actions indicated that only limited
reinforcement of the Viet Cong--the infiltration of one
or two additional PAVN divisions--would offer prospects
of sustaining insurgency on a scale which could test US
determination to continue the war. Lesser measures
would seriously hamper Viet Cong morale and would
allow the military initiative to pass entirely to Vietnam-
ese government and US forces, while more extreme
courses of action would strain present logistic capabili~-
ties and involve risks of substantially widening the war. }

In current military developments, a four-battalion
government search and destroy force operating in
Phong Dinh Province evidently suffered heavy casualties
in a day-long battle with the Viet Cong on 27 August.
Fragmentary reports from the field place government
losses thus far at 59 killed, 153 wounded (three US),
and two missing. A helicopter was also lost. No re-
ports of Viet Cong casualties are yet available.

The renewed Viet Cong campaign in areas near
Saigon continued yesterday when enemy forces attacked
and overran a government outpost 12 miles southwest
of the capital, resulting in heavy losses to paramilitary
defenders. A simultaneous mortar bombardment of the

1

Approvejmmmmﬂg500001-3 25X1 7




%//%///////////////////////%//////////%////////%/////////%//////

_

25X1
25X1
25X1

o
21 from
77

L

caused

casualties. Government relief forces

the area evidently made contact with the
t with little Viet

ent of Saigon

// 7

7
,’//// //

results have not yet been reported.

t town of Binh Chanh, however,
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the coastal city of Nha Trang to the provincial capitdl
of Ban Me Thuo

The two attacks followed a recent National Libera-
On the government side, a road-clearing operation

tion Front broadcast of an appeal by its chairman;

through sabotage, road interdiction, and the attacking

of isolated outposts.
Cong opposition and successfully reopened Route

Nguyen Huu Tho, urging the encirclem
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‘THE PRESIDENT
The Vice President
Executive Offices of the White House
Special Counsel to the President
The Special Assistant for National Security Affairs
The Scientific Adviser to the President
The Director of the Budget
The Department of State
The Secretary of State
The Under Secretary of State
The Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs
The Deputy Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs
The Counselor and Chairman of the Policy Planning Council
The Director of Intelligence and Research
The Treasury Department
The Secretary of the Treasury
The Under Secretary of the Treasury
The Department of Defense
i The Secretary of Defense
i The Deputy Secretary of Defense
The Secretary of the Army
The Secretary of the Navy
The Secretary of the Air Force
The Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs)
The Assistant Secretary of Defense
The Chairman, The Joint Chiefs of Staff
: Chief of Naval Operations, United States Navy
| Chief of Staff, United States Air Force
Chief of Staff, United States Army
Commandant, United States Marine Corps
U.S. Rep., Military Committee ond Standing Group, NATO
Supreme Allied Commander, Europe
Commander in Chief, Pacific
Commander in Chief, Atlantic
The Director, Defense Intelligence Agency
The Director, The Joint Staff
The Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Department of Army
The Director of Naval Intelligence, Department of Navy
The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, Department of the Air Force
i The Department of Justice
! - The Attorney General
‘ The Federal Bureau of Investigation
The Director
National Aeronautics and Space Administration
The Administrator
The Atomic Energy Commission :
The Chairman
| The National Security Agency
| The Director
The United States Information Agency
The Director
The National Indications Center
The Director .
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